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Top Ten Tips – Children with Disabilities
When meeting children with disabilities, trust your judgement and feelings. Don’t be overwhelmed by other people who may have more knowledge of the disability than you. Keep the child at the centre and always consider what the impact is for them

1. Children with Disabilities are as at much risk of experiencing abuse and neglect as other children
2. Have a good awareness and understanding of the child’s disability at the earliest opportunity. Explore the impact of the disability on their life e.g. their behaviour and their functioning and emotional wellbeing.
3. Don’t presume that the child cannot speak for themselves or express their views.
4. Consider completing a “Passport”  https://www.tamesidesafeguardingchildren.org.uk/professionals/toolsandresources.aspx  so all of their information is in one place. This will prevent the child and family constantly explaining their needs.
5. Ask to see the child’s Passport; it will help you to understand their needs & preferences.
6. If there is a concern with a child’s wellbeing consider all of the people involved in their life who you may need to communicate with to build a bigger picture. Ask for information, from all involved including any Specialists.
7. Ensure you are aware of the child’s method of communication and who the most appropriate person may be to support this
8. Allow adequate time for assessment /intervention, things may take longer than you expect.
9. Don’t make assumptions or be afraid to respectfully challenge  any concerns you have both with the family and other practitioners.
10. Do not be afraid of disability or the language used – see and hear the child.
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